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Program
Kumeyaay Land Acknowledgment

Processional

Call to Order
Dr. Randall Timm, Senior Associate Vice President for Student 

Affairs and Campus Diversity

National Anthem
Sophia Kaufman, Soloist

Opening

Presidential Address
Dr. Adela de la Torre, President

Presentation of New Students
Dr. William “Bill” Tong, Provost and Senior Vice President

Mexica Tiahui
Aztec Declaration by New Students

Kareen Holstrom, President for Associated Students

Message to Aztec Parents and Families
Dr. Christopher Manning, Vice President for Student Affairs and 

Campus Diversity
Shane Zuspan and Angela Zuspan, 

Aztec Parents Advisory Board Members

Closing
Dr. Randall Timm, Senior Associate Vice President for Student 

Affairs and Campus Diversity

SDSU Fight Song

 

Fight Song
Fight on, and on, ye Aztecs, then

Mighty Montezuma
We will win again

Keep your spirits high,
Never bow a knee

We will fight ’til victory

Fight on, and on, ye Aztecs, then
Proudly raise your banners high

For it’s the Red and Black,
Hail to Our team

San Diego Aztecs Fight!

S    D    S    U
SDSU Aztecs Fight!

aztecnights.comnspp.sdsu.edu nspp.sdsu.edu
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Recessional

Platform Party
presidential party 

Adela de la Torre, Ph.D.	 President

William “Bill” Tong, Ph.D.	 Provost and Senior Vice President

Christopher Manning, Ph.D.	 Vice President for Student Affairs and 
Campus Diversity

Adrienne D. Vargas	 Vice President for University Relations and 
Development

Agnes Wong Nickerson 	 Vice President for Business and Financial 
Affairs and Chief Financial Officer

Hala Madanat, Ph.D.	 Vice President for Research and Innovation

James Frazee, Ed.D.	 Vice President for Information Technology 
& Chief Information Officer

Sonja Pruitt-Lord, Ph.D.	 Interim Vice Provost

Cristina Alfaro, Ph.D. 	 Associate Vice President for SDSU 
International Affairs

Stefan Hyman	 Associate Vice President for Enrollment 
Management

Caryl Montero-Adams	 Interim Dean of Students

master of ceremonies

Randall Timm, Ed.D.	 Senior Associate Vice President for Student 
Affairs and Campus Diversity

aztec parents association representatives

Shane Zuspan	 Aztec Parents Advisory Board Members

Angela Zuspan	 Aztec Parents Advisory Board Members

Information subject to changeInformation subject to change

college deans & administrators

Todd Butler, Ph.D.	 Dean, College of Arts and Letters

Y. Barry Chung, Ph.D.	 Dean, College of Education

Eugene Olevsky, Ph.D.	 Dean, College of Engineering

Tracy Love, Ph.D.	 Dean, College of Graduate Studies

Amy Bonomi, Ph.D.	 Dean, College of Health and Human 
Services

Janis McKay, D.M.A.	 Dean, College of Professional Studies & 
Fine Arts

Jeffrey Roberts, Ph.D.	 Dean, College of Sciences

Dan Moshavi, Ph.D.	 Dean, Fowler College of Business

Joanna Brooks, Ph.D.	 Associate Vice President for Faculty 
Advancement and Student Success, 
Undergraduate Studies

Guillermina Gina	 Dean, SDSU Imperial Valley
Núñez-Mchiri, Ph.D.

Mahasweta Sarkar, Ph.D.	 Senior Associate Dean, SDSU Global 
Campus	

executive officers for associated students

Kareen Holstrom	 President

Milan Rawls	 Executive Vice President

Abby McLachlan	 Vice President for External Relations

Aliza Siddiqui	 Vice President for Financial Affairs	

Nadia Gallarzo	 Vice President for University Affairs



54

colors associated with the various areas of study

Arts, Letters, Humanities.......................................................................White
Business, Commerce, Accountancy................................................... Drab
Communication, Journalism........................................................... Crimson
Economics.............................................................................................. Copper
Education...........................................................................................Light Blue
Engineering............................................................................................Orange
Fine Arts, including Architecture......................................................Brown
Law.............................................................................................................. Purple
Medicine....................................................................................................Green
Music...............................................................................................................Pink
Nursing.....................................................................................................Apricot
Philosophy......................................................................................... Dark Blue
Science...................................................................................... Golden Yellow

Regalia
Academic dress, also known as academic regalia, originated in Medieval 

European universities during the 14th century when commencement 
ceremonies were associated with religious ordination. To this day, 

universities in Europe and the United States continue the tradition of 
wearing special robes, caps and hoods for formal academic occasions. 

European scholars still dress in the unique styles and colors of their 
individual institutions, however U.S. colleges and universities have 

standardized the cap and gown to create a uniform look nationwide.

the gown

The typical academic gown is black, however some institutions choose 
colored gowns to signify certain colleges, universities or degrees. 

Bachelor’s and master’s gowns are plain, although sometimes worn with 
honor cords or medallions. The doctoral gown is trimmed down the front 
and around the sleeves with bands of velvet, either in black or the color 
associated with the graduate’s field of study. Sleeve styles also vary with 
the degree: pointed sleeves on the bachelor’s gown; short sleeves for the 

master’s; and round, full sleeves for the doctoral robe.

the hood

Graduates holding master’s and doctoral degrees also typically wear a 
hood that fits around the neck in front and drapes down over the robe in 
back. The hood lining displays colors associated with particular schools. 

Chevrons in a second color indicate a dual emphasis, while colored 
velvet edging on the hood corresponds to the graduate’s field of study. 
The doctoral hood is longer than the master’s hood and trimmed with 

additional velvet panels. 

the cap

The standard cap worn with academic regalia is the mortar board, usually 
in the same color as the gown. The standard tassel is black, except for 

the doctoral cap’s gold tassel. 

Show off your Aztec Pride and leave your legacy! Support 
your Aztec peers in a meaningful way by donating to the 
Aztec Proud Legacy Scholarship and become a proud 

member of SDSU’s student philanthropy program. Since 2014, 
more than 90 scholarships have been awarded thanks to the 

generosity of SDSU students!
Visit the SDSU Bookstore today and donate $10 or more 

to receive an exclusive Aztec Proud T-shirt. Wear your shirt 
around campus and show everyone that you are Aztec Proud! 

Thank you for supporting your fellow Aztecs.
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Committee
New Student and Family Convocation Co-Chairs

Frankie Velazquez-Savage - Assistant Dean of Students for Orientation, Transition and 
Family Programs, New Student and Parent Programs

Kara Bauer, Ed.D. - Interim Chief Student Development Officer/Executive Director for 
Residential Education

Committee Members

Aaron Woods 
Viejas Arena

Adrianna Ramirez 
Student Affairs and 
Campus Diversity

Andrew Mutsalklisana 
Office of New Student and 

Parent Programs
Ausleen Acosta 

Strategic Communications 
and Public Affairs

Bri Voss 
Office of New Student 

and Parent Programs and 
Center for Commuter Life

Brian Levett 
Associated Students

Candy Carson 
Digital Marketing and 

Creative Services
Caryl Montero-Adams 
Office of the Dean of 

Students
 

Chad Zoller 
Office of New Student and 

Parent Programs
Christine Molina 

Office of the Dean of 
Students

Eunice Flores 
Center for Commuter Life

Heidi Nguyen 
Enrollment Services
Isabella Castaneda 
SDSU Ambassadors

Itzel Ortuño 
Office of New Student and 

Parent Programs
Jamie McNally 
Viejas Arena
Janice Dils 

Associated Students
Jasmine Alexander 

Office of New Student and 
Parent Programs
Jenna Hazelton 

Residential Education

Joanne Escalante 
Office of New Student and 

Parent Programs
Jonathan Ramirez 

Student Disability Services
June Barreras 
Viejas Arena

Kevin Araujo-Lipine 
Center for Student 

Organizations & Activities
Lianne Aratea 

Office of New Student and 
Parent Programs
Melinda Avestruz 

Aztec Shops
Nathaniel Kelly Marcy 

Student Disability Services
Robyn Adams, Ph.D. 

Office of New Student and 
Parent Programs

Sabrina "Bre" White, Ed.D. 
Athletics

Sponsors
Aztec Parents Association

The Division of Student Affairs and  
Campus Diversity

The Office of New Student and  
Parent Programs

Residential Education

Acknowledgments
Associated Students

Aztec Shops
Digital Marketing and Creative Services

Intercollegiate Athletics
Office of the Dean of Students

Office of the President
Parking and Transportation Services
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Student Disability Services

Viejas Arena


